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The Epistle - January 2019
Gratitude for the Season!
Thank you for making Advent & Christmas such a generous, spiritually grounded, and downright fun
time of year, St. Peter’s! You showed up. You gave. You explored the questions of your faith and lived
into the values that you hold – as individuals and as a community. As you read this Epistle, the Christmas season is continuing… it’s 12 days long! Dwell in the goodness of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, and
know that we will continue to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child throughout this time. May the story
continue to live in you, and may its many messages offer you new ways to explore your faith!

Epiphany—Stars and Prayers
December’s prayer station involved candles and sand. Many
of you lit candles for loved ones and situations that simply
needed more attention. For that, we are grateful. This
month, we will honor the guiding star that led the Wise Ones
to the Christ Child on Epiphany. We will have stars (made
from leftover Advent postcards!) at our Prayer Station for
you to write on, take with you, or add to our constellation.
Together, we will continue to shine our lights brightly through prayer!

New Lenten Worship Services
March 13, 20, 27 & April 3, 10, 17
Do you sometimes crave a space for prayer? Or some more spiritual practices? Or perhaps a more contemplative worship service? For the season of Lent, which begins March 6, Becca will be leading a contemplative worship service on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm. Worship will be designed to be soft and
provoking, pensive and engaging. We will sing and/or listen to music. We will pray and engage in a spiritual practice. We will celebrate Communion. And worship will be under an hour. If you play an instrument and would like to be a part of this worship experience, please email Becca at becca@stpeterscarmel.org
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January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Women & the
Word 9:30am
Ministry
Council 6pm
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

4

5
Parlor in Use
9-10am
Tamil School
2-4pm

6

7

8
Preschool
Returns

9

10
Women & the
Word 9:30am
Staff Meeting
1:30
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

11

12
Parlor in Use
9-10am

13
Generosity
Team 12:15pm

14

15
Young
Adults
Group
(Books &
Brews
7pm)
Music
Team

16
Borderlands
Mission Trip

17
Men’s Breakfast 8am
Women &
Word 9:30am
Handbells 6pm
Choir 7pm

18
Movie Night
(Keystone
Arts Cinema)
6:30pm

19
Parlor in Use
9-10am
Tamil School
2-4pm

20

21
MLK Day
Service 6pm
(The Tarkington,
Carmel)
No Preschool

22
Newsletter
Articles
Due
Finance &
Ops
6:30pm

23
Governance
6:30pm

24

25

26
Parlor in Use
9-10am

27

28

29

30

31
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From Your Clergy Team
Lori Bievenour
Becca Lockwood
Sam Locke

lori@stpeterscarmel.org
becca@stpeterscarmel.org
ministryintern@stpeterscarmel.org

317-846-6882 x222
317-846-6882 x223

From Lori
New beginnings. It’s a concept that I love and a reality with which I sometimes struggle. This year,
there are a few new beginnings that I am embracing as one of your pastors… Ready?
1. Becca and I are both going to take Fridays off starting in January. We have noticed over our
time together that our rhythms just don’t match, and it’s time to make an adjustment to meet
the needs of our congregation, which tends to have far more to do on Mondays than Fridays!
Note: We are ALWAYS on call for pastoral emergencies, so that won’t be an issue.
2. I will be on retreat in North Carolina at the end of this month. I can’t wait to reconnect with
three colleagues whom I met in 2016 at this same location. I look forward to the intentional
time for renewal and relaxation.
3. 2019 brings with it a three-month sabbatical for me in September, October, and November. I
am simultaneously delighted and terri ied by this opportunity. It is a gift that is beyond words
and one which will touch my souls. It is also a lot of planning. Please pray for our leadership
and for me as we navigate this beautiful time of renewal.
What are your new beginnings going to be? Whatever they are, I am con ident that The Sacred is within
in them, and I urge you to bring new beginnings to your expressions of faith in this beautiful New Year.

From Becca
I just can’t help myself: I love this time of year. Christmas is my favorite holiday. I know that is not true
for everyone, and often for very good reason. It can be a challenging time of year when grief comes to
visit (uninvited). It can be challenging when family dynamics are tricky and dif icult to navigate.
Christmas can be many things. For me, Christmas was being at my grandparents house with their perfectly decorated tree, crowded with gifts, and the smell of my grandmother’s pies baking in the oven,
mingled with freshly brewed coffee, and whipped cream made from scratch. Today Christmas looks and
feels different. Christmas is going to Cincinnati to spend a weekend sleep deprived and chaotic, in order
to bring joy to families we know and love. Christmas is having a house that looks like a tornado went
through it the week before Christmas Eve (house elves, apply within). Christmas is gearing up for three
services of candlelight and retelling the story of Jesus’ birth. Christmas is celebrating with chosen family.
Christmas is traveling and visiting with family and friends far away. Christmas is spreading love and joy
because you just can’t keep it to yourself.
I’ve mentioned before that, theologically, I ind salvation in the Christmas story rather than the Easter
story. I identify most with Eastern Orthodox Christianity, which views the act of the Incarnation as God’s
most important work. (We can have joyful conversations about this anytime!) Tony Jones of Patheos
Theology talks about the Incarnation as vertical and horizontal. Vertical being, God coming from the
heavens (wherever those are) to the earth, to be emptied and humbled as human. The Incarnation is
horizontal in how we incarnate the Gospel in our lives--how we allow this story of God becoming human
to embody, to en lesh, us.
Maybe you’re not an Eastern Orthodox persuaded Christian, and maybe this sounds odd to you, or maybe it makes complete sense. However you approach and understand this story of God being born into
the world as an infant, allow it to spread within and beyond you. Share the good news that hope continues to be born in this world. Share the good news that even in the most dire circumstances, we never
have to be alone. Share the good news that God is with us, ready to love us all over again.
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Generosity Team
Team Leader: Seth Kreigh

generositylead@stpeterscarmel.org

Too Inspired?
A Message From Your Generosity Team Leader
I am not sure if it is possible to be too inspired, but the past month at St. Peter’s has tested the limits. The rates at which you have been showing up to attend worship and ful illing the ornaments from
our Giving Tree certainly qualify by themselves; however the generosity of our musical gifts in the
church is speaking to and having and impact on others outside our walls in the community as well. Due
to our Politics in a Purple Church series, Dee Thornton attended worship with us and was so inspired
that she asked our choir to perform for the irst Martin Luther King Day Celebration in Carmel (see Page
X) for more information. There is goodness in being generous, and we hope that your generosity—in all
of its forms—will continue into this new year!

Generosity Team Sponsors Be the Church 2.0 on Wednesdays in January
Exploring our Mission Statement Together
In September, a group of curious individuals came together to explore what it means to Be the Church.
We had a fantastic time discussing the History & Polity, Theology, Expressions & Slogans, and Social
Justice Ministries of the United Church of Christ. Much was learned, stories were shared, and new relationship emerged. It was a wonderful experience, and we had always planned to have a Be the Church
2.0 series.
That time has come! In January, your Generosity Team and pastors are hosting Be the Church 2.0.
Come every Wednesday or just to one or two – you are always welcome. We will be studying St. Peter’s
Mission Statement, which might be new to you, even though it’s been printed on the back of every Epistle since October 2012:
St. Peter’s is a welcoming community, sharing God’s love with our world,
and inding the Spirit in Life.
It’s a pretty solid statement, and we think it’s worth discussing! Come with ideas, questions, or just a
desire to engage your faith in a new way! Our schedule and topics will be as follows, from 6:30-8p.m.
each week:
January 9 – Welcoming Community
January 16 – Sharing God’s Love with Our World
January 23 – Finding the Spirit in Life
January 30 - The Whole Thing - What Now?

Carrie Call to visit St. Peter’s UCC on January 20
Finally, we are excited to welcome the Reverend Doctor Carrie Call on Sunday, January 20, when she joins us as a guest speaker to kick off our Estimate of Giving campaign for next year! Carrie served as an Associate Conference Minister of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the UCC from 2012
-2016 and is now the Executive Director of Development and Communication at Lancaster Theological Seminary. She will share insights on the intersection of faith and generosity as well as the way she sees the spirit in
the people and ministries of St. Peter’s UCC. Join us for a wonderful morning of generous sharing!
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Building & Grounds Team
Team Leader: Mike Flener

buildingandgroundslead@stpeterscarmel.org

Let there be (energy efCicient) light!
Persistent, resilient team almost done with installing new lights
A team of volunteers at St. Peter’s has been working hard to implement a number of changes to improve
the energy ef iciency of the building. One of the projects involves replacing most of the light ixtures in
the building and installed LED lights. As with many home improvement projects, there were challenges
and trials.
•
•

•

•

Multiple ladders needed to be borrowed and volunteers scheduled.
The entire light ixture needed to be replaced and sometimes
that was trickier than it sounds because the it was very tight.
A ground wire was missing on half of the light ixtures, requiring
the team to irst install ground wires and then install the new
ixtures.
We have a busy and well used facility! It was occasionally challenging to ind when the crew could cut the power to a section of
the church for a few hours.

A big part of this project is the dedication of a group of volunteers that spent multiple Saturdays doing
this work. They had work days on October 6, November 3, November 17, December 9, and the last one
will be in January 2019. But most of all, the biggest part of this project is the heart of our volunteers!

St. Peter’s Inclement Weather Policy
•

Sunday Services will be cancelled if a snow emergency is declared by the City of Carmel or Hamilton County.

•

The church ofCice will be closed and all meetings/groups cancelled on the days that Carmel
Clay Schools are closed for the entire day. If this closure occurs during the week we are hosting
Family Promise guests, we will cover our Family Promise responsibilities.

•

St. Peter’s Preschool will be closed on days Carmel Clay Schools are closed, and on days when
Carmel Clay Schools have a two-hour delay, St. Peter’s Preschool will operate on a one-hour delay.
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Governance Council
President: Tim Tomlinson
Vice President: Jennifer Atkinson
Secretary: Dennis Heavin
Generosity Team Leader: Seth Kreigh
Treasurer: Diane Carr
Treasurer Elect:

president@stpeterscarmel.org
vicepresident@stpeterscarmel.org
secretary@stpeterscarmel.org
generositylead@stpeterscarmel.org
treasurer@stpeterscarmel.org
temporarily Cilled by Nan Bucksten

Financial Transition Nearing Completion
Your patience is most appreciated! We are within a month of having our books from 2017-2018 closed
and reconciled. We will have team reports by the end of January as well, and for this, we are grateful.
Diane Carr is settling into her new role as Treasurer and is interfacing with our accounting company,
ChurchShield. We are pleased with the progress on this administrative task which continued to grow
over time. We are con ident that we have the right volunteers in place and will be working to add the
staff position that was approved at the September Congregational Meeting.

New Website
www.stpeterscarmel.org
Many thanks to Chrissy Searcy and a team of dedicated volunteers and staff who have helped to launch
our new website! Please check it out. We are hopeful that members and visitors alike will ind the information that they need to engage with St. Peter’s UCC. If you have questions or comments about our new
website, please contact Chrissy Searcy at spiritualifelead@stpeterscarmel.org.

Ready to do your taxes?
Check your Realm account for a report on your giving in 2018
Trying to remember how much you’ve given to the church in 2018? Realm can help!
Log in here:
http://onrealm.org/stpeterscarmel
If you are new to Realm, go look for the email from St. Peter’s inviting you to connect to the church
through Realm. Click the link in the email and follow the instructions to set up your account.
Once your account is set up, download the Connect app for Apple or Android phones!
While you are in Realm, go ahead and upload a
photo for yourself. We are slowly getting our directory populated with everyone’s photographs
and it would be lovely to have yours.
Once you log in, you can get help by clicking the
question mark in the upper right corner.
If you are still having problems, email Katie
Lukes (k8ielukes@gmail.com) or Jennifer Atkinson (jennifer.m.atkinson@gmail.com.) Or come to
one of the help sessions the Technology Team
will have in the irst quarter of 2019.
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Year End Statements from Your Financial Secretaries
As the 2018 year comes to a close we'd like to thank everyone who gave monetary donations to our congregation this year. Annual statements will be emailed through Realm by the end of January. Please direct any questions you have on your statement to Adam Scholl, Financial Secretary, at inancial@stpeterscarmel.org. Remember you can view and print your current and historical giving
(including pledge progress) online via Realm. If you need assistance with Realm please reach out to Jennifer Atkinson (jennifer.m.atkinson@gmail.com) or Katie Lukes (k8ielukes@gmail.com).

Constitution & Bylaws Updates
Our Constitution & Bylaws have been updated (as voted on at the September Congregational Meeting)
and can be viewed on the churches new website. Look for it in the Forms section. Substantive changes
affect the Treasurer and Treasurer-Elect positions. Formatting changes were made to facilitate use of
an app to read the document and to help compatibility with our new website.

Formative Congregations Grant Opportunity
Throughout 2018, Lori participated with the Center for Congregations in an experiment they called
“Formative Congregations.” There were 10 pastors who were invited to this experience, and the congregations were each given a $3K learning stipend.
The Center for Congregations was so pleased with the results of our experiments that, for
the Cirst time ever, they are inviting 8 congregations to continue this work and apply for up
to a $30K grant. St. Peter’s Governance Council was delighted to begin this journey.
Beginning in January, Diane Carr and Jill Olinger will attend sessions at The Center for Congregations to
explore the idea of formative congregations even further; our grant proposal will be due in May 2019.
(Note: $10K could be granted without matching dollars. The additional $20K would require a congregational match. We are not required to apply for the full amount. We are certain that by attending the sessions and continuing our exploratory work in January – May, we will craft a strong proposal, no matter
the amount that we land upon!)
“How might our congregation provide experiences that enhance the life of our adherents? The goal of a
healthy, functioning congregation will not be the end. It will be the means to a greater end: a congregation
that helps its members increase their capacity to live in the deepest and best commitments of faith in everyday life. The goal of the program is not to focus on congregational redevelopment or the organizational
structure of the congregation. Nor is the focus on community engagement though there may be elements
of these in the project. The focus is on the lives of the people in the congregation.”
Governance Council will continue to update you on the progress of this opportunity. For now, will you
pray for the experience and continue to trust the Spirit as she reveals a way forward for our congregation with this grant opportunity?
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Spiritual Life Team
Team Leader: Chrissy Searcy

spirituallifelead@stpeterscarmel.org

Art Display – “The Spirit of Winter” - Your Generosity Needed!
Our next art display, “The Spirit of Winter,” will begin in January. We are now collecting YOUR magni icent art works! What do the winter months do for your spirit? How do you react to the darker and colder days? The bare trees? The warm ires? Newly fallen snow? Do you have or can you create some art
that makes your soul stir in these ways? If so, please consider sharing it for our art display. Your personal artwork or other art that you own can be included. We will be collecting the artwork through December. Contributions? Questions? Please contact Chrissy Searcy at mommy_of_sabrina@yahoo.com.

Women’s Retreat – “Seek, Create, and Witness The Good” – Feb 8-9, 2019
Does the negativism and con lict in our world today stress you out? Bring you down? Cause despair?
Does it feel like there is less “good” in the world or your life than there once was? This retreat is about
reminding ourselves of the good within and around us. We will focus on seeking out, recognizing and
creating positive realities in our own lives. Join us Friday, February 8 at 6 PM to Saturday, February 9 at
noon at Camp Jameson for an uplifting, fellowship-building opportunity to “Seek, Create, and Witness
The Good”. If you haven't been to this annual retreat before, it is a fun night and morning of re lection,
fellowship, and laughter. There is plenty of sleeping room (bunk beds), a large kitchen, and lovely gathering space. All are welcome! Sign up in Fellowship Hall. The cost is $40 (payment can be put in the collection basket with "Women's Retreat" noted). Scholarships are available by contacting one of the pastors. If you have any questions, please contact Chrissy Searcy at mommy_of_sabrina@yahoo.com.

Shameless: A Sexual Reformation
Nadia Bolz-Weber (Lutheran minister, public theologian and best selling author) will be speaking on
Feb 13 at Christ Church Cathedral in downtown Indianapolis about her most recent book, Shameless: A
Sexual Reformation. Join Nadia for a lively evening of truth-telling, conversation, humor, and
healing for "...a sexual reformation for those who have been hurt...for those who have done the
hurting...and for those who are certain they know all there is to know about what God thinks of
sex.” Tickets are on sale at Nadia Bolz Weber's Shameless Book Tour in Indianapolis, IN

Spirituality Retreat – April 26-27, 2019
Please mark your calendars for our annual Spirituality Retreat at Waycross Retreat Center in Brown
County. Shannon Abbott will be leading this experience. More information will be shared soon.

Why Do We Suffer? - A Creative Experience with Scripture
Why do we suffer? It is a questions people have been asking for generations. Spoiler alert: it is hard to
ind an answer, but it doesn’t stop us from trying. This is the basic plot of the Book of Job, often considered one of the best pieces of literature in world history. This January-March, Sam will be leading a creative exploration of Job - the original text, modern adaptations and hopefully a retelling of the story with a
St. Peter’s twist. If you have a creative spirit or are just interested in learning more, contact ministryintern@stpeterscarmel.org to be kept up to speed as the schedule unfolds.

Would You Like to Talk about Your Faith/Spiritual Development?
As part of his work at St. Peter’s, Ministry Intern Sam Locke is part of a Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
program, which includes ministering to St. Peter’s members about four hours a week. If you’d like a
friendly face to chat with regularly or one-time about matters related to your faith journey, please reach
out to any members of the pastoral team or email Sam directly at ministryintern@stpeterscarmel.org.
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Music Team
Team Leader: Heather Kane
Music Director : Cheryl Keckler

musicministrylead@stpeterscarmel.org
musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org

Christmas Caroling
It was fun! Nineteen people sang at 11 locations – individuals in their home, patients in skilled care
units, a gathering of retirees in a retirement community. Thanks to all for sharing the joy of music at
Christmas.

Youth Singing
A new venture for youth Grades 6 and older. We will rehearse from 9:45-10:15 in the Music Room
starting Sunday, January 6. The date has not been set for singing an anthem – it will be in February or
March. If interested, please contact Cheryl at musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org.

Cherub Choir
For children Kindergarten – Grade 1. The Cherub Choir will meet in Room 11 from 9:45-10:15
starting Sunday, January 6. Come join in the fun of making music.

Instruments?
Does anyone – adult or child – in your family play an instrument? We’d like to know. We have music
opportunities at all levels, and your family’s musicians may be able to participate. Contact Cheryl at 317
-213-1871 or musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org.

Join in the Ringing and Singing
Music is being made! You can join a choir and join in the music making. We’d love to have new members in the choirs – Chancel and Handbell. If interested, please contact Cheryl at musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org. Remember, making music is good for your health, your stress level, and the
community… so treat yourself!

Rehearsals on Thursdays
Handbells from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Chancel Choir from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Music Room
Please share comments regarding our music program with any team member: Heather Kane, Don
Kaufman, Sarah Scholl, Jim Vandivier; Addie Yoder, organist; or Cheryl Keckler, Music Director.
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Education Team
Team Leader: Stacy McIntyre

educationlead@stpeterscarmel.org

Young Adults Group: BB&T (Books, Brews, and Theology)
A Young Adults Group at St. Peter’s! We meet at Carmel’s Books & Brews (61 West City Center Drive in
Carmel) from 7:00pm-8:30pm on the second Tuesday of every month. Books & Brews is a family
friendly place for people to come and read, chat, and simply be. Each gathering will have a focus topic
for discussion. On January 9, we will explore the holiday season together, with all of its ups and downs
and twists and turns. Young Adult is self-de ined, if you’re a young adult in age or at heart, you’re invited! Contact Becca if you have questions! becca@stpeterscarmel.org

Women and the Word: A Weekly Discussion
Women and the Word will be reading and discussing the book "Factfulness" by Hans Rosling. It uses
facts to prove that this world isn't as bad as we feel like it is right now. Many of us feel hopeless and
helpless when we look at what is going on in our country and around the world. We're hoping this gives
us hope for present day and the future! If you would like to join the discussion or information on ordering the book please contact Sarah Penquite at curllyq@hotmail.com.

Call To Action: Serving Our Youth
Ways BIG and small to help foster the growth and development of the youth of St. Peter’s UCC:
*Provide a meal for youth group
*Chaperone a youth group outing
*Volunteer to teach a Sunday of LAUGH at 10am (PreK - 6th grade)
*Volunteer to teach a Sunday of Worship and Wonder (PreK - 3rd grade)
*Volunteer to participate/ lead a 456 discussion group
*Meet with or mentor a youth going through con irmation
As the new year rings in, how will you show up as your best self? Ready to receive? Ready to serve?
For more information, please contact education@stpeters.org

February Game Night and Chili Dinner
Date - TBD, but a Saturday in February from 5:30 to 7:30pm
Do you like UNO? Want to teach your grandchild how to play chess? Always wondered how strategy
games work? Have you heard of Codenames, Exploding Kittens or Forbidden Island? Come for some fun,
fellowship and food as the Education Team hosts a game night with Chili dinner. ALL are welcome and
multiple gaming options will be available for the young and old. Sign up will be available in Fellowship
Hall after the holiday.

Education Hour
Join us on Sunday at 10:00am for Lectionary and/or Current Events. This is a time for fellowship and
discussion. In Lectionary, we dive deep into the scripture of the morning. Together we interpret and
wonder what God is calling us to. Similarly, Current Events is a time for us to re lect on what is happening in the world. Sometimes it can be overwhelming and sometimes uplifting to engage the world’s
events. We ask each other and ourselves, how is God calling us to respond to the situations around us?

ConCirmation!
All 7th-12th graders are invited to participate in our Con irmation process. If you are interested in this
journey, please email Becca at becca@stpeterscarmel.org.
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Preschool Team
Team Leader: Tammy Drummond

preschoolteam@stpeterscarmel.org

Registration for 2019-2020 Happens in January
In-house registration for current families and church members will take place Jan. 29th and 30th. Open
registration will begin Jan. 31st. If you would like to schedule a tour please contact Preschool Director,
Lori Jannsen at 317-846-6860. Please spread the word about St. Peter’s Preschool to family, friends, and
neighbors! We appreciate your support.
Below are some photos of recent adventures at St. Peter’s Preschool:
Before we left for Winter Break, our preschoolers donated new hats, gloves, socks and underwear to
children in need. We made gingerbread and holiday tree art as well:

Happy New Year from some of the littlest ones
among us!
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Missions Team
Team Leader: Sean Henseleit

missionslead@stpeterscarmel.org

Kroger Cards
Each year community members in need call the church for inancial assistance when facing dif icult circumstances or emergencies. The missions team coordinates sending $50 grocery cards to assist when
we receive these calls. With our reduced budget this year, we are in need of additional support from the
congregation to continue this important ministry. If interested, please consider donating $50 and making the donation for crisis intervention. Thank you for your continued support.

Borderlands Mission Trip 2019
Our second borderlands mission trip will occur January 16-21, inclusive of the two days of travel from
Indianapolis to the Tucson, Arizona area and back again. If you are interested in participating in this
year's trip, please contact Rebecca McElfresh at 440-376-6651. On December 16th at 10:00 am, we will
hold one last informational meeting ahead of the January trip. If you are eager to learn more about issues of immigration that are greatly impacting our nation and if you have been wondering about how
you might learn more, please consider this opportunity.

Nurturing A New Relationship with the Carmel UMC Food Pantry
Thank you for your generous donations to our food and personal care donation drive during November
for the Carmel UMC Food Pantry. We are exploring future ways to support this local ministry and will
be excited to share with you in 2019!

Bystander and Cop Watch Trainings Offered
Elise Whitaker will be leading Bystander Training in February and Cop Watch Training in March at St
Peter’s. These trainings will be open to the congregation and to the public. Elise Whitaker (they/them)
is a scholar, an organizer, and an activist. After cutting their teeth in Los Angeles’ Occupy Wall Street actions, Elise went on to co-found an organization called 99Rise aiming to end the corrupting in luence of
money on the American democracy. Having spent a number of years training in many narrative based,
decentralized organizing structures and focusing in particular on issues around money in politics, the
movement for black lives, and immigrant rights, Elise is now a full time student and researcher on public
policy issues around environmental and racial justice. Both of these trainings were developed by the
People’s Response Team in Chicago; Elise was trained by American Friends Service Committee.
Bystander Intervention Training – This training focuses on ways to intervene in instances of racist,
anti-Immigrant, anti-Black, anti-Muslim, anti-Trans, and other forms of oppressive interpersonal violence and harassment while considering the safety of all parties. Participants will participate in discussions and role plays to practice intervention techniques. No one is an expert on bystander intervention,
as different situations and different individual risk factors will in luence how each person will intervene;
this training will seek to provide a basic framework and resources for the uninitiated and to hold space
for people to share their own skills and experiences in a safe and af irming environment.
Cop Watch Training – The goal of this workshop is to quickly train the average person in basic copwatching laws, methods, and safety considerations, and to promote cop watching as a method of bystander intervention. This training will utilize historical context, group discussions, role playing, and legal information, including tips on how participants might seek to learn more about local laws in their
home cities. Questions? Contact Elise Whitaker at 317.946.8641.
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Missions Team
Team Leader: Sean Henseleit

missionslead@stpeterscarmel.org

Christmas in Cincinnati: Success!
On December 14th-16th we had 17 folks, of all ages, join us for Gifts of the Manger at Washington UCC. It
was a wonderful weekend illed with chaos, organizing, toys, clothes, lots of laughter, chili, and a whole
lot of love. Every year it is such a joy to serve the families of Camp Washington. It’s chance for us to stay
connected with the ministry of our sister church and the community.
Gifts of the Manger is a unique ministry. We set up Fellowship Hall to look like a store. Parents come in
and shop for their kids. They get to choose the gift that their kid would love, the gift that they want to
give. This ministry provides a chance for parents who can’t afford Christmas gifts to not only shop for
their kids, but to wrap the gifts and watch their kids open them with delight.
Each year this ministry grows and it’s a blessing to see the joy of Christmas in Cincinnati ignite in new
hearts.
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Community Connections
Laurie Hesselink, Church Administrator

ofCice@stpeterscarmel.org

Sacred Places: Intersections of Religion and Ecology
The Butler University Center for Faith and Vocation invites you to a four-part series of free and public
lectures that are part of the Butler Seminar on Religion and Global Affairs. The theme is “Sacred Places: Intersections of Religion and Ecology.” Basic details are below; more information is at
www.butler.edu/cfv. Future Seminars include:
Global Religious Perspectives on Climate Change
Monday, January 28, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. in the Schrott Center for the Arts
Greening Indiana: Theologies and Ethics of Sustainability
Monday, March 4, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. in the Schrott Center for the Arts

MLK Day Service in Carmel
Monday, January 21 at 6:00 p.m. at The Tarkington (at the Palladium). Mark your calendars NOW. Anyone is invited to attend this program of singing, skits, dancing, and speakers. If you would like to sing
a variety of music with our group from St. Peter’s, please RSVP to Music Director Cheryl Keckler
at musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org
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Notes from the Church OfCice
Laurie Hesselink, OfCice Administrator

ofCice@stpeterscarmel.org

OfCice Hours & Staff Schedules
Of ice staf ing is Monday thru Friday 8:30-2:30. Please do not hesitate to contact our pastors.
Lori Bievenour, Senior Pastor
lori@stpeterscarmel.org, 317.846.6882 x222 (Friday Sabbath/day off)
Becca Lockwood, Associate Pastor for Missions & Education
becca@stpeterscarmel.org, 317.846.6882, x223 (Friday Sabbath/day off)
Laurie Hesselink, OfCice Administrator
of ice@stpeterscarmel.org, 317-846-6882

Newsletter Articles
Articles for the December newsletter should be sent to of ice@stpeterscarmel.org by January 21st.

Pastoral Support Teams
St. Peter’s Constitution requires support teams for both of our pastors. Carol Dobrotka leads the Senior Pastor
Support Team, with team members Ryan Hand, Eddie Meyer, and Sue Nye. The Associate Pastor Support Team is
led by Elizabeth Roe, and includes Jaesoo Kim, Nan Bucksten, and Eric Smith.

Weekly Emails
Community prayers and announcements are emailed on Wednesday. Notify the church of ice if you would like to
receive these communications.

Altar Flower Donations
Sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact the church of ice to request loral arrangements for Sunday worship
services. ($50 donation requested.) Make checks payable to St. Peter’s UCC, “altar lowers” in the memo line.
When signing up in Fellowship Hall, please be sure to include your name. If you would prefer to not share your
name with the congregation, please sign up by contacting the church of ice.

Donating Stock or Mutual Fund Shares at St. Peter’s
Thank you for generously supporting the mission of St. Peter's United Church of Christ! Donating stock or mutual
fund shares to the church is a wonderful way to experience both the joy of giving AND signi icant tax advantages.
The tax advantages may include:
∗ NO CAPTIAL GAINS TAX payable either by you or by the church
∗ NO GIFT OR ESTATE TAX because SPUCC is a charitable organization
∗ AN INCOME TAX DEDUCTION based on the present value of the gift
You may ind numerous examples of just how powerful this method of giving is by searching online for "donating
appreciated stock tax bene its".
An important determination in deciding how to best gift your shares is whether they have increased or decreased
in value. If your shares have increased in value they should be "donated" to the church, NOT "redeemed" or "sold"
or "cashed-in". If your shares have decreased in value, it's better to sell the shares irst and then give the proceeds
to the church by personal or brokerage irm check so you may deduct the loss on your taxes.
St Peter's has an account with Merrill Lynch Wealth Management who will help facilitate you in the gifting
process. For more information, including our Merrill Lynch account number (not provided here for security
reasons), please contact Adam Scholl Financial Secretary ( inancialsecretary@stpeterscarmel.org), Jenny Terry
Financial Secretary-Elect ( inancialsecretaryelect@stpeterscarmel.org), or Seth Kreigh, Generosity Team Leader
(generositylead@stpeterscarmel.org).
THANK YOU for your interest in supporting St. Peter's in this way!
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Mission Statement
of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ

St. Peter’s Staff
Lori Bievenour
Senior Pastor
lori@stpeterscarmel.org
Becca Lockwood
Associate Pastor of Missions
& Education
becca@stpeterscarmel.org
Sam Locke
Ministry Intern
ministryintern@stpeterscarmel.org
Laurie Hesselink
Of ice Administrator
of ice@stpeterscarmel.org
Lori Jannsen
Preschool Director
preschooldirector@stpeterscarmel.org
Cheryl Keckler
Director of Music
musicdirector@stpeterscarmel.org
Adeline Yoder
Organist

St. Peter’s is a welcoming community, sharing God’s love
with our world and inding the Spirit in Life.
Covenant of Welcome
“Welcome” to everybody who has faith or seeks it, who lives in hope or who needs it..
“Welcome” to all who rejoice and are strong, or who mourn and are weary.
“Welcome” to those who know Christ, and to those who long for an introduction.
We believe God’s grace is extended to all. To anyone who has felt unwelcome or has
experienced rejection elsewhere, we say, “All are welcome here.”
We acknowledge our diversities and we welcome, respect and support people of every
race, ethnicity, economic status, sexual orientation, age, gender, marital status and
physical and mental ability. We are a community where all are equal, all are loved and all
are respected for who and what they are, and what they can become.
We acknowledge that our fears and ignorance sometimes hinder us. We challenge one
another to follow the teachings of Jesus, who denied no one and welcomed all. We strive
to live our faith by supporting inclusiveness and justice for all humanity, and we invite all
who gather here to participate in our ministries of service, word and sacrament.

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
3106 E Carmel Drive
Carmel, Indiana 46033

Phone: 317-846-6882
Fax: 317-844-0984
Preschool: 317-846-6860
http://www.stpeterscarmel.org
E-mail: of ice@stpeterscarmel.org
#carmelucc # indingspirit

TO:

